Claxton Parish Council


Claxton Parish Council

Minutes of Annual Meeting of Claxton Parish Council held on Tuesday 16th May in Claxton Village Hall
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)

	Parish Councillors present

Absence
	David Hamblin (Chair), Andrew Mussell, Adrian Gidlow, Sue Wallis-Garcia
Apologies received from Jos Harwood

	County Councillor
	None 

	District Councillor
	Vic Thomson 

	Also in attendance
	Charlotte Rust – Parish Clerk

	Members of the public (MOP)
	One



The meeting commenced at 20:13pm, following the Annual Parish meeting and a 2-minute break.

23.46
To elect the Chair of the Parish Council.

Cllr D Hamblin was elected as Chair. This was proposed by Cllr A Gidlow and seconded by Cllr A Mussell.

23.47
To elect the Vice Chair of the Parish Council.

Cllr D Hamblin proposed to nominate Cllr J Harwood, this was agreed by all Cllrs. The Clerk is to contact Cllr J Harwood to see whether she accepts the nomination.
23.48
To receive the Declarations of Acceptance of Office forms from the newly elected Chair and Vice-Chair.

The Clerk received the Declarations of Acceptance of Office from the Chair and will receive the form from the Vice-Chair upon agreement of the nomination.

23.49
To receive and approve apologies for absence.

Cllr J Harwood sent her apologies.

23.50
To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation

Members are invited to declare Disclosable interests and other interests in items on the agenda as required by the Claxton Parish Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the Localism Act 2011.

None.

23.51
To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 21 March 2023.

Approved and signed by the Chair.

23.52
Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for).  This provides an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions about and comment on items on the agenda before the Council make decisions.

A parishioner raised a query on the corner of The Warren being shaved approx. 3-4 feet due to the proposed play area as it is quite tight for lorries/deliveries to turn. The Parish Council are to send the details to Cllr V Thomson for an initial enquiry. At which point this would be passed over to Gary Overland and the Highways team.

The matter of grass cutting was raised by a parishioner, stating that the grass had been last cut 6th April 2023. The Clerk is to contact the contractor, copying the Chair in, requesting the frequently is increased at this time of year.

23.53
Reports from:

23.53.1 Parish Clerk 

The Clerk gave her update covering:

· Laptop upgrade.

· Details on Fidelity Insurance being added following comments from the Internal Auditor. After discussions, the parish Council felt they had robust financial procedures that this additional cover was not required. The Clerk is to remove any reference to Fidelity Insurance in the Parish Council’s policies and procedures.

· Confirmed that the maps obtained by previous Cllr, Jason Cantrill, were sufficient for the moment.

23.53.2 District Councillor, Cllr Vic Thomson

Cllr V Thomson provided an overview of his report, which is on the Parish Council website in full:

· Elections - full roles and responsibilities to be set w/c – 22nd May 2023.

· Waste, recycling and reuse – facts and figures provided on items being in the wrong bins etc.

· Broadland and South Norfolk Councils will be based at Broadland Business Park from 30th May 2023.

23.53.3 County Councillor, Cllr Kay Mason-Billig

None.

23.54
AGAR:

23.54.1 To receive and consider the Internal Auditor’s report for year ending 31st March 2023.

This was received and reviewed, it was noted that there were no matters to bring to the attention of the Parish Council.

23.54.2 To consider whether to exempt for an external audit and if so to authorise the Clerk and Chair to sign.

It was noted that as the Parish Council’s income and expenditure for the year was under £25,000, the Parish Council could exempt itself from External Audit. This was considered and agreed and the Clerk and Chair were authorised to sign the form. 
23.54.3 To consider the assertions on, and complete, the Annual Governance Statement and to authorise the Clerk and Chair to sign.

The Parish Council considered the assertions on the Annual Governance Statement, completed the form and authorised the Chair and Clerk to sign on their behalf.

23.54.4 To consider and approve the Accounting Statements and to authorise the Chair to sign.

The Parish Council considered and agreed the Accounting Statement and authorised the Chair to sign on their behalf.

23.55
Finance:

23.55.1 To receive a Statement of Accounts for year ending 31st March 2023.

Given.

23.55.2 To receive a Statement of Accounts as at 16th May 2023.

Given. Cllr S Wallis-Garcia asked what the Parish Council’s reserves were, the Clerk confirmed they are currently £2,700. The Clerk will provide the Parish Council details of reserve amounts at July’s meeting.

23.55.3 To approve the renewal quote for the Parish Council’s Insurance. 
Approved. 

23.55.3.1 Additional costs for play area and fencing to insurance.

The Clerk confirmed that she was unable to obtain a quote for the additional items as the play area was not at an implementation stage. Cllr D Hamblin asked the Clerk to go back to the Parish Council’s insurers requesting additional premiums for the play area, based on it being built in 2023 for a point of reference. The Clerk is to enquire about levels of public liability cover for the play area also.

23.55.4 To appoint new signatories.

All new Cllrs agreed to be added. The Clerk is to submit the completed paperwork to Barclays.

23.55.5 To note the bank balance.

£6,286.00 as at 16th May 2023.

23.55.6 To note any receipts.

	TO NOTE INCOME

	SNDC
	28.04.2023
	April Precept
	BACS
	£2,700.00
	£0.00
	R2

	HMRC
	02.05.2023
	VAT Claim 22/23
	BACS
	£220.87
	£0.00
	R3


23.55.7 To note any grants.

	TO NOTE INCOME

	SNDC
	14.04.2023
	Coronation Grant
	BACS
	£200.00
	£0.00
	R1


23.55.8 To approve payment of invoices and other expenses received since last meeting (see payment schedule).

	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Zurich
	11.04.2023
	PC Insurance 23/24
	BACS
	£187.36
	£0.00
	 

	Norfolk ALC
	12.04.2023
	Monthly Website fee May/June
	BACS
	£20.00
	£0.00
	 

	C Moore
	21.04.2023
	Audit 22/23
	BACS
	£80.00
	£0.00
	 

	NPTS
	28.04.2023
	Cllr Training
	BACS
	£132.00
	£0.00
	 

	Village Hall
	04.05.2023
	Broadband 
	BACS
	£154.00
	£0.00
	 

	C Rust
	16.05.2023
	Clerk WFH and expenses May/June
	BACS
	£148.12
	£10.76
	 

	J Dix
	16.05.2023
	PC Coronation
	BACS
	£62.00
	£0.00
	 

	SUB-TOTAL
	  £783.48

	TO NOTE PRE APPROVED PAYMENTS

	G Smith
	07.04.2023
	Tree works at village hall
	BACS
	£450.00
	£0.00
	P3

	PCC
	07.04.2023
	Community Grant
	BACS
	£300.00
	£0.00
	P1

	M Balmer
	07.04.2023
	Cllr Expenses
	BACS 
	£45.75
	£0.00
	P2

	J Dix
	21.04.2023
	Coronation Grant
	BACS
	£200.00
	£0.00
	P4

	C Rust
	21.04.2023
	Defib Battery
	BACS
	£399.60
	£33.00
	P5

	A Graver t/a Performance Computing
	10.05.2023
	Laptop upgrade
	BACS
	£96.64
	£0.00
	P7


23.56
Policies:

23.56.1 Approve Code of Conduct policy.

Approved. The Clerk is to amend the policy to read suitable for a Parish Council.

23.57
Planning:

23.57.1 To receive any new planning applications and make comment.

None.

23.57.2 To receive the results and updates on any outstanding applications.

None.

23.58
Highways:

23.58.1 To receive a report on any highways issues outstanding.

The Clerk raised a query following a request as Clerk for Rockland St Mary Parish Council, are the potholes around Claxton Corner on Claxton’s or RSM’s boundary. It was confirmed that they were on Claxton’s, the Clerk is to raise this to Highways upon receipt of photographs.

Additionally, the Clerk is to raise the blocked drains on Peascod Lane to Highways.

23.59
To receive updates from individual Council Members (for information only).

Cllr D Hamblin is waiting for a revised quote from NGF regarding the fencing around the proposed play area. The fencing is to be in line with all ISO regulations and standards. 

23.60
To receive any items for inclusion on the next agenda (for information only).

Play area.

23.61
To confirm date and time of the next Parish Council Meeting as Tuesday 18th July at 7.30pm in Claxton Village Hall.
Agreed.
The meeting closed at 21:37pm.
Signed ..............................         Date ..............................
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