Claxton Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 5 April 2022
at 7.35pm in Claxton Village Hall
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
	Parish Councillors (4) present
	David Hamblin (Chair), Mike Balmer, Jason Cantrill, Jos Harwood

	County Councillor
	None

	District Councillor
	None

	Also in attendance
	Cllr Balmer acted as Clerk

	Members of the public (MOP)
	0


22.18
To receive and approve apologies for absence

Councillor Catchpole had sent her apologies.
22.19
To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensations

There were none.
22.20
To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 19 January 2022
Proposed by Cllr Harwood and seconded by Cllr Cantrill.

22.21
Adjournment for Public Participation

There were no MOPs present.

22.22 
To discuss the current state of play regarding a village play area and agree a course of action

Cllr Catchpole would have spoke to this item but the Chair reported instead.  Discussions with Claxton Manor had taken place about using the space behind the Village Hall but the Sub-Committee was convinced The Warren was the right site for any play area.  Cllr Catchpole is finalising a further survey for the whole village in order to demonstrate support for and demand from the village for a play area for children.
22.23
Report from Acting Parish Clerk 

He had despatched the Precept Application to SNC, chased the Environment Agency for an update on Claxton Corner works and desilting programmes.  Both Becks will now be desilted in Autumn 2022.  He had also chased SNC about payment for participating in the 2021 Big South Norfolk Litter Pick (and confirmed we had also won the raffle so we got an extra £200, which has now been received), successfully applied for a Platinum Jubilee event grant (£200) - payable in April, confirmed with the garden maintenance company the revised price for services in 2022 (2021+CPI of 5.4%), logged potholes and mud, and (separately) a fallen tree on Church Lane with County Council through “my Norfolk” website.  On 27 March he had contacted BT on behalf of an elderly couple on Church Lane who were still without telephone services, and sought the help of the District and County Councillors.  The situation was resolved finally on 28 March.  Lastly he had contacted Westcotec about the misbehaving SAM2, and after several e-mails and calls concluded a visit to Dereham was the only option.  He visited on 30 March and got the device reset.

22.24
To receive a report from County Cllr Kay Mason Billig

There was none.

22.25
To receive a report from District Cllr Vic Thomson

There was none.
22.26 
To approve the Data Audit 2021-22 as recommended by the internal auditor in May 2021.
The draft was approved without amendment.

22.27
To receive an update from the Chair on the current Clerk vacancy
Having had no further interest shown, Cllrs Hamblin and Harwood had agreed to advertise more widely and adverts were placed in nearby shops and post offices.  It was agreed further adverts would be placed on specific notice boards and the Clerk will arrange for these to be done.
22.28
Tackling speeding in the village - a report from the Chair and discussion of next steps
There was the customary discussion on speeding.  Cllr Harwood had contacted the Highways Engineers and received a detailed response as to why chicanes were not an appropriate solution for Claxton, which she had shared with others.  She noted a number of commercial vans were regular speeders in the village.  The Langley School Buses appeared to be observing speed limits in Claxton which was reassuring.  Cllr Balmer reported that there had been such a small amount of data from the SAM2 in March – due to the faulty operation – that it was not worth publishing.  He said that his colleague in Langley with Hardley PC dealing with the SAM had resigned from the Council and would not be looking after the SAM beyond the end of 2022.  This Council needed to be confident the SAM would be managed properly when handing it to LwHPC and especially that it came back on time in the future.  He would speak with his colleague in LwHPC and report back.  
22.29
To discuss the current road surface conditions on Church Lane and agree any follow-up action
The Acting Clerk had noted in his report that he had been in touch with the County Council about the state of Church Lane, and they had reported noting the issue but not committing to any work to resolve it.

22.30 Planning:

· To receive new planning applications and make comment – One application from Folly Barn for a small change to a previous application had issued and been approved since the last meeting.
· To receive results and updates on outstanding applications - None.

22.31  
Highways - to receive a report on outstanding highways issues 
The Acting Clerk reported on a successful Parish Partnership application for new traffic signs at both ends of the village.  The 50% of the cost normally met by the Parish was being picked up by the County Councillor, who had been copied in on the application.  The work would be completed before the summer.
22.32
Finance:

· To receive the income and expenditure figures as at 31 March 2022 - they were noted (and are displayed on the last page).  
· To note the bank balance as at 31 March 2022 - £4,898.05
· To note receipts since the last meeting - Litter pick payment from South Norfolk Council of £220
· To note any grants made - None
· To approve payments made on the original meeting date of 16 March and one other payment since - All expenditure approved.  Proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr Harwood.

	Payee
	Value
	Description

	M A Balmer
	£ 69.30
	Expenditure claim

	Claxton Village Hall
	£ 104.00
	Hire charges 2021-22

	Norfolk ALC
	£ 137.41
	2022-23 Membership and website fees

	D J Hamblin
	£ 4.80
	Clerk vacancy advertising charges

	Total
	£ 315.51
	


22.33 To receive updates from individual Council Members (for information only) - There were none.
22.34
To receive any items for inclusion on the next agenda (for information only)

Cllr Cantrill asked for consideration of another dog-bin at the Loddon end of the village, following an increase in the amount of dog mess left on roads and pavements recently. Cllr Balmer also observed this to be the case on Peascod Lane.  Meetings days/dates (see below).
22.35
To confirm date of the next Parish Council Meeting as Wednesday 18 May 2022 after the Annual Parish Meeting which would start at 7.30 pm in Claxton Village Hall.

Confirmed.  There was a short discussion about a possible switch of meetings to another day of the week, given how busy the Village Hall was currently.  Councillors will return to this at the May meeting.
The meeting closed at 8.14pm.
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BUDGET ACTUAL
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE YEAR END YEAR END
31/03/2022 31/03/2022

INCOME £ EXPLANATORY NOTES £
South Norfolk Council Precept 4,613.00 50% in April, 50% in October 4,613.00
SNC Mini Recycling Centre 100.00 Bottlebanks at Village Hall 100.00
HM Revenue and Customs 245.00 2020-21 VAT refunds 177.50
Claxton Mill Residents Assoc 92.00 Soak-away licence for Mill Lane 90.87
Pits Trust 0.00 Tree work at Village Hall 0.00
Claxton Parochial Church Council 0.00 Cancelled cheque (paid by BACS) 0.00
South Norfolk Council 20.00 Community litter pick grant 220.00
TOTALINCOME 5,070.00 5,201.37

EXPENDITURE £ EXPLANATORY NOTES £
Clerk's (net) salary 2,044.00 4 hours pw @ £10.65 per hour * 0.00
HMRC 238.00 Payroll tax 0.00
Administrative Expenses 395.00 Estimated against previous years 514.54
Computer software and repairs 50.00 Contingency allocation 0.00
Norfolk ALC and others 175.00 Training for new Clerk/Councillors 0.00
Internal Audit 45.00 Preparation of accounts 45.00
NALGC, ICO, sLCC 180.00 NALC annual subscription (2021-23) 236.84
NALC 35.00 Website service costs (2021-23) 70.00
Claxton Village Hall 96.00 6 Hirings @ £16 (2021-22) 104.00
Loddon Garden & DIY 710.00 Grass Cutting 708.34
Broadband 240.00 Village Hall broadband 240.00
Zurich Municipal 180.00 Public Liability & Laptop Insurance 173.36
Various Grants and Donations 300.00 Claxton churchyard maintenance 300.00
South Norfolk Council 112.00 Emptying Village Hall dog bin 0.00
Dan Curtis 0.00 Tree work at Village Hall 0.00
Miscellaneous Expenditure 100.00 Defib pads 124.83
HMRC 170.00 VAT 167.91
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 5,070.00 2,684.82
Total Income 5,070.00 TOTAL INCOME SO FAR-> 5,201.37
Total Expenditure -5,070.00 BUDGET SPENT SO FAR-> -2,684.82
IN-YEAR SURPLUS/DEFICIT 0.00 BUDGET REMAINING—> .55
BANK BALANCE AT 31/03/2022
Current Account 4,898.05
Uncleared cheque payments Less unpresented cheques 0.00

Uncleared cheque receipts
End of Year Reserve

GRANTS AND DONATIONS MADE
Claxton PCC (Churchyard 2020-21)

Plus undeposited receipts

Balance

GRANTS AND DONATIONS MADE 2021-22
Claxton PCC (Churchyard 2021-22) 300.00
TOTAL GRANTS 300.00

* Salary of new Clerk will be agreed during recruitment process




Signed ..............................         Date ..............................
Signed ..............................         Date ..............................

